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Empowering and equipping local churches
to integrate offenders and ex-offenders
into their community and to start a

new life outside of prison

Registered Charity number: 1180285

57:fourteen
RESTORE SUPPORT ENABLE

57 14
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MISSION
STATEMENT
57:fourteen is committed to promote

and aid the rehabilitation and
resettlement of those within the

Criminal Justice System.
We will endeavour to support such

people  by providing a safe, supportive
space and network from which to start
their journey back into a meaningful role

within society.
At all times we will work in conjunction
with the persons release requirements.
We will work collaboratively with other
agencies in order to ensure the best

possible outcomes are achieved for their
rehabilitation and the creation of a

safer society.
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Our name is taken from the Book of Isaiah:
Isaiah 57:14 

And it will be said: ‘Build up, build up, prepare the road!
Remove the obstacles out of the way of my people’

Our aim is to promote and support the rehabilitation
of offenders and ex-offenders

Can you help us by:

MENTORING, PRAYING, or
FINANCIALLY SUPPORTING

Full training will be given to
volunteer mentors

Our website is:

www.57fourteen.wordpress.com

We have an email address:

info.57fourteen@yahoo.com 

and we have a group of willing people

Our desire is to support those coming out of prison

Registered as a Charity with the Charity Commission for England and Wales, no 1180285

Supporting those in the Criminal Justice System
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Testimonial
Graham Nuttall
I highly commend the
mission of 57:Fourteen.
There is no doubt that it is
possible to make a lasting
difference to people’s lives
rather than just alleviate
the symp toms or current
difficulties that prisoners
face when they are
released from prison. 
All members of the

57:fourteen board are
people of the utmost
integrity; many have had
years of ‘first hand’
experience within the
Criminal Justice system.
They know ‘how the
system works’ and are
acutely aware and appre -
ciate the immense diffi -
culties ex-offenders have
to face upon release. These
include the prob lems of
finding suitable accom mo -
dation, dealing with issues
of employ ment, rehabilita -
tion and often finding the
right person who will be
able to offer support and

guidance
w h e n
‘ t h i n g s
get tough’
par  t i cu  -
l a r l y
when the
possi  bi l  -

ity of re offend ing looms
once again.
It is true that some

offenders do receive quite
con siderable sup port with -
in the prison system;
drugs and alcohol aware -
ness, en hanced think ing
skills, education, mental
and physical well-being
and sometimes gainful em -
ploy ment. How ever, it is
often overlooked that the
day a prisoner walks
‘through the gate’ and
returns to back ‘normal
society’, a great deal of
that support completely
evap orates.
Sadly the ex-prisoner is

left to look after him or
herself in almost every
respect. Many offenders
do not have supportive
families who are able to
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give them the guidance
which is so very neces -
sary, and they do not
always have the know -
ledge about health and
welfare organi sa tions; let
alone possible oppor tuni -
ties for gainful employ -
ment. 
This is why 57:fourteen

is so very impor tant. The
support which the Organi -
sa tion is able to offer ex-
offenders within a faith-
based setting is fantastic
and a leap in faith in
respect of those who are
involved.
The group is well and

truly equipped to face up
to the challenges faced by
those they are seeking to
support and I am entirely
convinced that as a result
of their work, they really
will change lives posi tively
by ‘Res  toring, Sup -
porting and Enabling’ all
those with whom thy will
come into contact.

Graham H Nuttall
Prison Chaplain

. . .Testimony
from Kevin
My name is Kevin, I was
born into a religion that I
now believe is a cult. I was
taught that anybody who
is out side the religion is
going to hell. Any one who
was believed to have
committed several sins
was also destined for hell
and removed from the
religion.
My father was subject

to the rule of removal but
the rest of my family
remained in the religion
for a longer period of time.
At school I was not

permitted to mix with
other ‘worldly’ children or
to do things like watch TV
etc. This all made me an
easy target for bullies.
When I was sixteen, I
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decided I wanted what
seemed to me a normal
life. I wanted to be free to
have girlfriends and other
friends who would respect
me for who I am. The only
way I could see
for me to
achieve this
was to get to a gym and
become tough! 
At the gym I met some

men who were really big,
they told me they had
taken steroids. It wasn’t
long before I began to take
the steroids. Soon I began
partying with these men
and I quickly started to
build a reputa tion for
myself. People began to
respect and
fear me be -
cause of the
type of people I associated
with. This group of so
called friends started a
security firm managing
the doors of night clubs. In
the clubs we would tax the
drug dealers and then sell
the drugs until we made it
into a very lucrative

business from which we
sold drugs within the
largest night club in
Europe. By this time I was
heavily involved in selling
and taking the drugs on a

daily basis. In
order to protect
this business

there was an occasion
when guns became in -
volved when a local
gangster family tried to
take over the business. 
Eventually the club was

raided and I was arrested
on a conspiracy to supply
Class A drugs. Ordinarily I
would have got five years
but on a guilty plea I got
three years four months. I

was twenty one
years of age in
an adult jail.

Soon I realised that
serving time was an
extreme place to be if you
are a weak minded
individual.  
In jail small thoughts

become huge worries and
you do not get the
opportunity to go back to

I was a target
for bullies

People began
to respect me
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normal life and take your
mind off things. Twenty
three hours a day banged
up with your mind is the
reason why most prison -
ers either kill themselves,
come out of jail far worse
than when they went in, or
cry out to a higher power. 
At the time

what I didn’t
realise is that
my mind had become a
playground for the devil to
feed-in lies. When you
allow lies to take control of
your mind the devil is out
to destroy you. Each day
started to feel like a week,
a week like month and the

reality of how long I was
stuck in this place was
finally hitting me. My
thoughts were spiralling
out of control and I had
become a fearful mental
wreck so much so that I
couldn’t handle life
anymore.

One day a
prison worker
came into the

jail and met with me. He
started telling me about
Jesus. As a result of my
childhood experi ences,
Jesus was not somebody I
wanted any thing to do
with. I was taken by
surprise to learn that the

Each day feels
like a week!
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Jesus this man was telling
me about was a Jesus of
love, mercy, grace and
forgiveness. 
On the day I could not

take life any more. I did die
in that jail, but
not by harming
my self. I called
out to Jesus, if you are
real, if you are who this
man says you are then I
need you! In that moment
Jesus met with me, he
poured out his spirit on me
and it felt like eternity had
opened up inside me. In
the worst place I had ever
been it felt like it was in
that moment the best
place I had ever been. At
that point I knew Jesus
was real to me, he loves
me uncon -
ditionally and
stood me up in
the midst of all that was
destroying me.
The strength to face the

future and the rest of my
sentence without fear was
given to me.
Prior to jail I was a very

uneducated person. When
I came out of jail I felt
completely transformed
by the grace of God. To me
there is no evidence on
this earth better than a

t rans formed
life.
Within three

months of leaving jail I had
entered higher educa tion
as a mature student,
within four years I had
become a graduate BSc
with honours and I had
become one of the highest
achieving stu dents in my
class. After another three
years I had become a
Chartered Sur veyor. It is
quite ironic that the
transition from Her
Majesty’s pleasure to a

place in Her
Royal Institute
of Chartered

Surveyors to me is
evidence of the amazing
transformation of God’s
grace. 
I must say it is also

evidence that God has a
sense of humour.

He told me
about Jesus

I did die in
that jail . . .
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As a Chartered Sur -
veyor I was retained by
Mer sey side Police to sell
the main Bridewell jail
that I had spent
time in!
I now go back

into jails as part of the
Sycamore Tree Course and
get the opportunity to
bring hope to the inmates
as a physical example that
there can be hope in the
future. I share my testi -
mony wherever I can to
introduce prisoners to
Jesus. 
I would like to finish

with the
follow ing . . .
Someone like

you told someone like me
that Jesus loves me, it
planted a seed that led to
my salva tion. If you only
ever get to reach out to
one person/prison er that
one person could be the
nucleus for God to use you
to lead many other people
to put their lives right with
Him.
Your only or final divine

appointment on this earth
may be to reach out to that
one prisoner.
When you get to heaven

many may run
to meet you to
thank you and

you will say . . . but I never
knew you and they will
say, but you spoke to that
one prisoner who God
used to lead me and many
more. 

We are very grateful to Kevin
for his willingness to share
such an honest and exciting

testimony.
R u n n i n g

through his story
are the many

reasons why we at
57:Fourteen are convinced
that we can effec tively help
people who want to live
offence free lives after
involvement in criminal
activity. To do so we need
the help of Christians who
are willing to work with us.

If that is you please read
on.

The Sycamore
Tree Course

Jesus loves
me
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PLEASE PRAY for all those who have been affected by
crime in any way and for those working within the justice
system.

l We pray for the loved ones of those in prison, who
serve their own ‘hidden sentences’
as a result of the stigma associated
with imprisonment.  We pray that
they will receive the
empowerment to move beyond the
bounds of social stigma and
maintain positive relationships
with their loved ones.

l We pray for those who work throughout the Criminal
Justice System.  May they continue to go beyond to
help create a safer society, promoting justice and
mercy on the road to rehabilitation.

l We pray for the victims of crime. May they be
supported to go beyond their victimhood and find
comfort  in Gods love.
Teach us to be mindful of the impact of our actions on
others.  Lead us and heal us in a journey to new life and
hope.

l We pray for those who are prisoners.
Through reflection and understanding may they go
beyond their sentence to bring about a future free from
crime.  Let us follow Christ by reaching out to them in
mercy. Lending our support to them in their process of
rehabilitation.

Contact us: John Sephton on 079929 512 847
     email: info57fourteen@yahoo.com
     www.57fourteen.wordpress.com
If you would like to give financial support please contact
John.
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l Is God calling you to be a Volunteer Mentor to
a prisoner who is working towards release or
who is about to be released?

l Could your faith community offer support and
a safe space for a released offender to get to
know and worship God?

l We can provide adequate training and ongoing
support to volunteers.

If you would like more information  please
contact us by: 
speaking to Rev John Sephton on
07929 512847

or
email us with your contact details to
info57fourteen@yahoo.com

We will be provide you with further information
or meet with you to chat in more depth about
what would be involved in volunteering with us.
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John
Sephton

Marie
Tague

John
Chester

Bill
Schafer

Kevin
Cockburn

Stephen
Magee

Graham
Nuttall

We are happy to be supported by:

Edith Ellis Charitable Trust
The Siddons Charitable Trust

William Openshaw Street Trust
Yorkshire Building Society Charitable Foundation

Duchy of Lancaster Benevolent Fund
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